NEWSLETTER

22nd November 2009
The Solemnity of
Christ the King

(B)

This Week’s Readings
First Reading: Daniel 7: 13-14.
The Book of Daniel was written during the bitter persecution of the Second Century B.C. This book
has stories, teachings and visions connected with a certain Daniel of four centuries earlier – all
described to encourage the persecuted peoples. Today we read a consoling vision of the future
glorified and personified People of God being given glory and kingship forever. It is easy to apply
this to Christ who used the title “Son of Man”.
Second Reading: Revelation 1: 5-8.
Today’s Second Reading is from the highly symbolic and highly consoling last book of the Bible, the
Revelation. We read today the formal greeting at the start of the book. This is to praise Jesus
Christ, who has redeemed us and who is pictured as returning at his Second Coming. Notice the
description of Jesus as “ruler of the kings on earth.”
Gospel: John 18: 33-37.
From John’s Gospel we read the description of Jesus as King. The Lord is royal, triumphant and in
command even when on trial before Pilate. Jesus is King, but his Kingdom does not belong to this
world.
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