NEWSLETTER

18th October 2009
Twenty-ninth
Sunday of the Year

(B)

This Week’s Readings
First Reading: Isaiah 53: 10-11.
By his sufferings, the Servant of the Lord will bring men salvation.
Second Reading: Hebrews 4: 14-16.
Jesus has experienced all the weaknesses and difficulties of human
conditions.
Gospel: Mark 10: 35-45.
Anyone who wants to be leader must first of all a servant.

Points for Reflection
World Mission Sunday, which we celebrate
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“For us men and for our salvation he came down
from heaven.”
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How can and should we fulfill
our missionary obligation?

1. First of all, we should pray every day for
more
missionary
vocations,
always
keeping in mind Jesus’ words: “The harvest is
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord
of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers
into the harvest field.” (Mt 9: 37).
2. Besides praying everyday for more missionary
vocations, we should create in our families
an
atmosphere
conducive
to
the
flourishing of missionary vocations
among our children. How, in fact, would
children develop any interest in and be
attracted to the missionary work unless their
parents were exemplary Christians, interested
and somehow involved in spreading the
Gospel in their daily lives?
3. Those who feel they are called to devote
themselves to missionary work should
respond to Jesus’ call without hesitation,
after the example of the first missionaries, the
Apostles, who, when called by Jesus, “left
everything and followed him.” (Lk 5: 11)

•

We should grow in our religious
knowledge, in order to be able to give
reasons for our Christian faith to anyone
interested in it.

•

We should talk with people about
what we believe.

•

We should pray for people without
faith or hope.

•

And, above all, we should preach the
Gospel by witnessing to it by our
Christ-like daily lives. “You are to be
my witnesses” (Acts1:18), Jesus told his
disciples, before his Ascension.

Wherever we are and whatever we do in our daily
private, family or social lives, we are called to be
witnesses to the Crucified and Risen Lord. By the

4. If we feel we are not called to be full time
missionaries, we owe our love, our prayers,
our spiritual and material help and support
to the missionaries who are close to us, and
also to the missionaries who are spread all
over the world. They cannot do their work
without us.

way we think, speak and behave, by the way we

5. But, of course, there is also the home
mission where we live.

come with you, because we have come to realize

•

If at all possible, we should be active
members of our parish community
and join the work of the Catechists either
in the Sunday school for children or in the
Catechumenate.

relate to people and care for them, we should
become the living signs of the presence of Jesus
in the world, so that those who are still outside
the Church may come to us asking: “We want to
that God is with you!” If and when that happens,
they will also have recognized that God, in whom
we believe, is the God and Father of Jesus Christ.
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Third Week of Mission Month
MONEY OFFERING
In Mission Countries, the building and maintenance of hospitals, schools and dispensaries have always
been the best way to show God’s Love for others, especially the poor. Let us, therefore, be generous in
giving what we can afford.
St Paul asked for this kind of generosity to help the poor of his time (1 Cor: 8 & 9). And the Pope reminds
us: “Cooperating in missionary activity means not just giving but also receiving.”
All the particular churches, both young and old, are called to give and to receive in the context of the
universal mission, and none should be closed to the needs of others.
The Council states: “By virtue of… catholicity, the individual parts bring their own gifts to the other parts
and to the whole Church, in such a way that the whole and individual parts grow greater through the
mutual communication of all and their united efforts toward fullness in unity… Between the different parts
of the Church there are bonds of intimate communion with regard to spiritual riches, apostolic workers
and temporal assistance… it is by giving generously of what we have that we will receive”. (Redemptoris
Missio, No.85)
A few ideas for practice during the week:
(1)

Spend less on leisure items and donate the equivalent to the missions.

(2)

Encourage school children to donate part of the weekly allowance for the missions.

