NEWSLETTER

11th October 2009
Twenty-eighth
Sunday of the Year

(B)

This Week’s Readings
First Reading: Wisdom 7: 7-11.
True wisdom is to be prized above everything.
Second Reading: Hebrews 4: 12-13.
Everything in us is known to the Lord.
Gospel: Mark 10: 17-30.
Our following of Jesus calls for a total self-giving.
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Second Week of Mission Month
SUFFERING
The Pope says, “Prayer needs to be accompanied by sacrifice”:
The redemptive value of suffering, accepted and offered to God with love, derives from
the sacrifice of Christ himself, who calls the members of his Mystical Body to share in
his sufferings, to complete them in their own flesh. (cf Col 1:24.) The sacrifice of
missionaries should be shared and accompanied by the sacrifices of all the faithful. I
therefore urge those engaged in the pastoral care of the sick to teach them about the
efficacy of suffering and to encourage them to offer their sufferings to God for
missionaries. By making such an offering, the sick themselves become missionaries.
(Redemptoris Missio, No.78 )
A few hints for practice during the week
1) Offer to God the sacrifices of time, energy and commitment that are part of our daily work.
2) Ask the sick and the elderly to offer to God their sufferings for the missions:
a) so that the missionaries may persevere in their service of love for those who do not
yet know God; and
b) that we too may learn to appreciate the Gift of Faith we have received from God.
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